
Child Care in the State of: 

Missouri 
 

 

 

  

How many children and families are there?1 Missouri United States 

Total residents 6,026,255 313,861,723 

Children age birth to 4 years 378,603 19,930,834 

Children age birth to 4 years  living in poverty  98,274 4,997,150 

Children age 5 to 11 547,795 28,719,013 

Total families with children  652,926 33,589,629 

Single parent families 223,052 11,121,083 

Families in poverty  134,845 6,888,151 

 

How many children under age 6 potentially need child care? 1 Missouri United States 

Children in two-parent families, both parents in labor force 170,790 8,538,727 

Children in single-parent families, parent in the labor force 129,904 6,486,355 

Total children under age 6 potentially needing child care 300,694 15,025,082 

 

How many working mothers are there? 1 Missouri United States 

With infants under one year 51,762 2,507,428 

With any children under age 6 244,637 12,415,638 

With children under age 6 only 154,956 7,967,171 

With both children under age 6 AND children age 6 to 17 89,681 4,448,467 

With children under 18   

Married working mothers 318,356 15,670,121 

Single working mothers 141,112 6,912,777 

 

How many centers/family child care homes are there?2 Missouri United States 

Number of centers 3,011 110,000 

            Percent of centers that are nationally accredited 5% 10.3% 

Number of family child care (FCC) homes 1,133 160,000 

            Percent of FCC homes that are nationally accredited 1% 1.4% 

Number of other child care programs NR 1,300 

Total spaces/slots 118,198 8.4 million 

Percent of spaces in centers 91% 83.1% 

Percent of spaces in FCC 9% 15.8% 

Percent of spaces in other programs NR 0.1% 

 

What kind of child care is requested? 2 Missouri United States 

Percent of requests for referrals received by CCR&Rs   

For infant/toddler care 38% 40.7% 

For preschool-age care 38% 33.5% 

For school-age care 23% 25.8% 

For full-time care 84% 88.1% 

For part-time care 16% 7.9% 

For before-/after-school care 21% 8.4% 

For nontraditional hours care 34% 7.3% 

Families receiving referrals from CCR&Rs (annual) 2,600 612,000 

 

 

 

                                                           
1
 Unless otherwise noted, statistics in these sections are from the American Community Survey, U.S. Census Bureau, 2011 2013 three year estimates 

(http://factfinder2.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/index.xhtml). 
2
 Estimate based on data provided by Child Care Resource and Referral Agencies for Child Care Aware® of America’s 2015 State Fact Sheet Survey. Data reflects the 

2014 calendar year. 

NR: Not Reported 




